
SENT ON BEHALF OF SARA HURLEY, CHIEF DENTAL OFFICER ENGLAND 

Dear Colleagues 

PHE and the NHS have today published  

COVID-19: Guidance for the remobilisation of services within health and care settings  
Infection prevention and control recommendations 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/910885/COVID-19_Infection_prevention_and_control_guidance_FINAL_PDF_20082020.pdf

These are UK wide guidelines applying to all heathcare settings, superseding the previous 
COVID -19 Infection Prevention and Control Guidance as we move from a period of high 
community and hospital prevalence/incidence into a period of low prevalence/incidence 
with isolated outbreaks identified by each country such as Test and Trace. 

Local and national prevalence and incidence data will be used to guide returning services as 
advised by Country specific/public health organisations. 

Table 4 (Recommendations for all settings where COVID-19 transmission is sustained) has 
been replaced with COVID risk pathways which are based on transmission risks and testing. 

The guidance places primary care dentistry in the medium risk pathway, and where AGPs are 
delivered in the high risk pathway.  

For those caring for patients/individuals on the high or medium risk pathways, there is 
no change in the level of PPE needed to protect staff and in effect this means that the 
existing IPC guidelines for dentistry remain as presently set out in appendix 1 of the 
Transition to Recovery SOP 

Sessional use of PPE items has been minimised and only applies to extended use of 
facemasks for healthcare workers.  

IPC intend to publish a dental annex which will address any dental specific issues and pick up 
the recent work of the short life working group on ventilation in dental practices and the 
forthcoming SDCEP report. 
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